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Research Overview

Broad aims: Narrow aims:

 Put conservation and » Explore the ways in which
development literature in faith shapes adoption
conversation with decisions and expectations
contemporary Kenyan in FGW

Christianities

* Take faith seriously and
show relevance of faith for
contemporary
conservation and
development scholarship D S THE UNIVERSITY

N of EDINBURGH



‘They [Africans] must be led
to see with their own eyes
that the people who follow
the Christ whom we preach
to them really understand

better than they...

how to cultivate the
soll’

- Travels, Researches, and Missionary

Labours During an Eighteen Years'
Residence in Eastern Africa (1860)

JL Krapf, CMS missionary to
Kenya, 1844
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Christianity and agriculture in Africa:
A timeline of entanglements

Present Day
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Christianity and agriculture in Africa:
A timeline of entanglements
‘Civilisation must originate and depend on

the culture of the ground’

1816

Robert Moffat, LMS missionary to Cape
Colony (South Africa)

Present Day




Christianity and agriculture in Africa:
A timeline of entanglements

David Clement Scott, COS
missionary to British East Africa
(Kenya)

Endeavoured to ‘make agriculture

the means of salvation for Africans’ 1926 Present Day




Christianity and agriculture in Africa:
A timeline of entanglements

Emory Alvord, ABCFM missionary to
Rhodesia (Zimbabwe)

‘Before we can successfully preach
to him [Africans] the Gospel of
Christ, we must first preach to him
the Gospel of the Plow’
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Landscape

Religion is very important to people in Africa, the Middle East, South Asia,

Faith in Everyday Life
Latin America

% who say religion is very important in their lives
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Mexico 45%

; ; Europe Kenya Sub-Saharan Africa
Pakistan

94%

By 't m % attend weekly W% pray daily =% religion very important
Nigeria 88% Ethiopia 98% : P i
Brazil 72% - Uganda 86% Indonesia. 93% 3

The secular gaze of western-led
— . A ey ‘conservation and development'’
% saying religion very important in daily life does not COrreSpond With the
0-19% 20-39% 4059% 60-79% 80-100% No data . o @ c
— » decidedly spiritual worldviews of
wnesomoncoe the vast majority of people where
‘conservation and development'’

happens




hristianity and agriculture in Africa:
timeline of entanglements

C
A

Grant Dryden, Farming God's Way

'Farming God’'s Way is not just a technology
but a well-balanced Biblical, management
and technological solution in the
agricultural domain, to equip the poor to
come out of poverty, with what God has
put in their hands and to reveal the fullness
sus’ promis ife’

Present Day

1816




Farming God's Way

Technology

I\

Management

-
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Biblical Keys:

Fa rm i ng God 's Way ,aé\li)knneowledge God and God

Consider your ways

Understand God's all sufficiency
What you sow you reap

Bring your tithes and offerings to
God

Biblical Stake your claim

A% THE UNIVERSITY
¥ of EDINBURGH



Farming God's Way

Technology

I\

Management

Management keys:
Doing things on time
To a high standard
With minimal wastage
With the fruit of the Holy
Spirit
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Farming God's Way

Technology Keys:

No ploughing

100% mulch cover, 2.5cm
thick

Crop rotations

Surface composting
Canopy cover

Permapent planting stations

Technology

I\

Management
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Expectations of Increase:
Prosperity theology and
empiricism

'the prosperity gospel creates an
expectation of worldly success and
a conviction that true believers will
enjoy God’s abundance in this life
as well as in the next’ — Jane
Soothill (2015)




Expectations of Increase:
Prosperity theology and empiricism

‘We as God's people are called to improve, not maintain. To develop, not sustain.
God's way is not to keep the status quo, it is not a part of His nature. He is a
progressive, creative God and His kingdom is advancing all the time...The fruits of
God's all sufficiency is having more than enough, increase, profitability, and
progress. God's all sufficiency will lead us to prosper. God's all sufficiency is never
ending, with no limits to His reserves, as He has no limits'.

-Grant Dryden, from the FGW video ‘Understanding God's All Sufficiency’

You know that the blessings are coming'’
-FGW theme song, written by Grant
Dryden



EXpectations of Increase- Prosperity theology and
empiricism
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FGW video- ‘20 reasons why we do the
how'




AdOpPTIonN aecisions In conservation
agriculture

Farmers’ adoption of conservation agriculture:
A review and synthesis of recent research

Duncan Knowler **, Ben Bradshaw !

* School of Resource and Environmental Management, Simon Fraser University Burnaby, BC, Canada V5A 1S6
® Department of Geography, University of Guelph, Guelph, ON, Canada N1G 2101

Accepted 30 January 2006

‘the aggregated analysis of the 31 distinct analyses of conservation
agriculture adoption reveals few if any universally significant
independent variables...The one exception to our somewhat
pessimistic conclusion derives from the potential of social capital as a

more universally influential factor in conservation agriculture
adoption’



Expectations in conservation and development
programmes

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect

World Development

journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/worlddev

REDD+, hype, hope and disappointment: The dynamics of expectations =
in conservation and development pilot projects i~

Kate Massarella ™", Susannah M. Sallu”, Jonathan E. Ensor‘, Rob Marchant *

* York Instituze for Tropical Ecosystems, Environment Department, University of York, Heslington, York YOI0 5NG, UK
" Sustainabitity Research Institute, School of Earth and Environment, University of Leeds, Leeds LS2 9JT, UK
“ Stockholm Environment Institute, University of York, Heslington, York Y010 5NC, UK

'Expectations can be defined as imagined ideas about

t
t

ne future that are produced, circulated and mediated
nrough social interaction... Actors’ actions and

G

ecisions are always made in relation to expected

outcomes and consequences’



Expectations in conservation and development
programmes

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect

World Development

journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/worlddev

REDD+, hype, hope and disappointment: The dynamics of expectations =
in conservation and development pilot projects i~

Kate Massarella ™", Susannah M. Sallu”, Jonathan E. Ensor‘, Rob Marchant *

* York Instituze for Tropical Ecosystems, Environment Department, University of York, Heslington, York YOI0 5NG, UK
" Sustainabitity Research Institute, School of Earth and Environment, University of Leeds, Leeds LS2 9JT, UK
“ Stockholm Environment Institute, University of York, Heslington, York Y010 5NC, UK

C+D projects characterised, in part, by 'the intense
focus on the future, on new beginnings, is rarely
moderated by an analysis of the past...Elevated
expectations, created by hype associated with early
stages of innovation, results in hype and
disappointment cycles’




How might | put Pentecostal

notions of prosperity in
conversation with literature on

adoption decisions and
expectations in the context of

FGW?

* How does faith shape FGW
adoption decisions?

* How does faith shape
expectations of FGW?
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Participant
Observation:

Interviews:
35 FGW farmers
20 FGW trainers

Two week-long
FGW trainings
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" Discourse analysis:

550+ pages of
published material

13+ hours of
tutorial videos
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4pm, 26 March,
Martin Hall, New
College



Convincing and Convicting- FGW adoption

T actually use two phrases, convince and convict. Conviction, thats the
Holy Spirit’s work...The convincing part | feel is maybe a bit more of the
human, physical side

the convincing, you know, God gave us a mind, God gave us a thinking
capacity....| think the convincing is pretty obvious, that we're trying to convince
people. We do things with the runoff trays, the practical experiments...So 100%
there’s the convincing part and | don’t shy away from that and | hope that
people are convinced’

Yyou have to do things to let conviction happen, and that'’s presenting God'’s
word and presenting people a chance to repent’



Convincing and Convicting in FGW

Convincing In action?



Conviction in action? - ‘We need to repent and acknowledge that we have been
doing a sin. And not a small sin, a big sin’



‘adoption
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‘When | got to /(//abe .| saw the difference in p/oz‘s
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You /(nOW / have z‘r/ed SO man y wa ys [of farm/ng] and sometimes
.. things don't come just from another way. So | had to think twice.../t
o Promisod a0d 8 'j‘f‘ . wasn't possible for me to switch all of a sudden without further
owing Witk _“‘"'k " research or without visiting. So when | went [to CSI], | was a bit

o ,,j;. ! more convinced...It's kind of like you are on the road using a sma//er
pho j}s‘ car, and somebody comes with a bigger car. You come to realise z‘he a
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4 bigger car is faster, more comfortable...FGW was better, z‘haz‘s Wh y/
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Every z‘/me me and the oz‘her members in z‘he beg/nn/ng met W/z‘h z‘he FG W z‘eam
" nobody decided to do this. We were feeling like 'these guys [CS/ staff] are stupid
- and don't know what they're talking about'. But you get to know the success of the
farming, or you get to know how gooa’ /z‘ IS once you beg/n Vou have to do it so
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TheFroms Jad | For the first harvesz‘ people don't trust z‘haz‘ /It can work. Buz‘ now, they

Flowing vith M g .. have been convinced because it is something which is practical, they
and HO' s - have seen it. Actually, that is the reality, until we did an

iis 1 exper/mem‘ .most farmers, z‘hey W/// a/ways trust what they can

"

S ,‘mjoare and Comfrasz‘ }tha 1‘ z‘hls‘/:;' z‘he -best.w z‘wgo
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Because we are Chrlsz‘/ans when we came to /eam about FGW...it got to a point where we felt that

our obligation to do the right thing was to do FGW. We came to learn how FGW is more Biblical. So

as Chrlsz‘/ans that's when we had the urge to switch to FGW, because it is more Biblical ano’ it
. W b ‘ |

AL YL

Because of the things | was told through the B/b/e /

g realised it was God Who started it [FG Wj ana’ / SW/z‘Ched
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adoption
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For me, what I'm using to convince people is two things, food and financial. Because the money )p |
e they get from the wages, they are using it to buy food. So | encourage them ‘why spend a loton | |
== food? Why not just have a farm and do FGW, and get enough. The rest of your money...spend it to ,;.’%' ¥
bU//o’ a good house for schoo/ fees for oz‘her neeo’s 50 /ma/or/y focus on z‘hose two z‘h/ngs ST

2 And then it’s a real practical thing in the sense that this is a sysz‘em that acz‘ua//y
orks ano’ man y farmers ha ve acz‘ua//y succeeo’eo’ from /z‘

V*"/"" P

\ Acz‘ua//y we hope /z‘s boz‘h We ho,oe /z‘s boz‘h z‘o an equa/ measure. T he approach Shou/o’

& not be like it's another farming system that you've discovered that you are hoping to better
your yields with, it’s that this is God coming into your life and you living out your life for
H/m ano’ for H/5 g/ory .50, / Wou/o’ say /z‘ IS boz‘h it is boz‘h g/or/ﬂ//ng Goo’ and ha V/ng
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exp ctlng’?

Up from‘ for z‘he ma/or/z‘y of peop/e z‘he f/rsz‘ z‘h/ng z‘haz‘ comes up n z‘erms of
% expectations, always, is the yield. Because, remember; the reason why a lot of these
/hd/'V/b’ua/S acz‘ua//y come to training Is because they ha ve a problem. And the problem is

1 mean, if you z‘e// a Christian that God has acz‘ua//y come to answer your agricultural prob/ems
. through FGW, it is almost like you are preaching to the choir..Every time there is an introduction
s of God, nobody is thinking that God is going to fail. When you come and tell people about

/

/-'arm/ng God'’s Wa y, /mmed/az‘e/y you've /m‘roo’uced a fa/z‘h based term r/ghz‘ there, so people
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, az‘ z‘he z‘/me W/7en Goo’ Creaz‘ed Hea ven and earth ano’ placed Adam and Eve in the

N \ Garden of Eden, God never gave them any jembe and there were still fruits and all
\ A { kinds of vegetables and they had everything they required. And through FGW it's
\‘ z‘he same.. you are domg //z‘z‘/e Work and gez‘z‘/ng h/gh y/e/ds /usz‘ //ke z‘he z‘/me of

G il Eve
When | was z‘aughz‘ abouz‘ FG W they [CS/ sz‘aff] used z‘he B/b/e ano’ that'’s When / was told & ?’*“ o
z‘haz‘ God was the first farmer. Adam never ploughed and they still had much food and =g _‘ =R
: '. . dfterwards, that’s when sin came, and that’s when people started ploughing and bad ‘i,.;
’55’ things happened and people started doing what God never intended people to do. And ¢
B} = because now there is a way of gomg back aga/n you can still have high y/e/a’s with little
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. L_.;:.ﬁ.‘. % "33 n everyz‘h/ng / am doing in Ferm/ng God's Way, /am doing z‘hrough faith and [ am
e " o /nvo/vmg Goo’ in it and / be//eve that afz‘er o’omg my Work God will b/ess z‘he /abour
,‘7’ C e
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W CS/ staff when | was in z‘ra/n/ng They have a shamba where they do conventional and L-
d FG W eno’ When  you go z‘o z‘he f/e/o’ you see the difference, so /had hope from that’
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= It was that time when / Wem‘ z‘o /( /abe ano’ saw the demonstration
p/oz‘s 7' here was a greaz‘ a’/fference bez‘ween z‘he FG W and z‘he
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At times, the factors shaping adoption decisions and the
factors shaplng expectations qUIte literally grow out of the .-.-.-.---
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Some concluding thoughts

Narrow conclusions Broad conclusions

« Adoption decisions and  Limits of faith-based and
expectations are linked, influenced secular C+D projects
by aspects of both convicting and
convincing  Highlights need for

interdisciplinarity
« Faith illuminates new dimensions of
Massarella et al's 'hype and  Highlights need for more
disappointment cycle’ research into how faith ‘works'’
In C+D projects



Thank you! Questions?

Some things | didn’t talk about that I'd be happy to
take questions on:

* Gender in FGW
 Limits to FGW (climate change, drought, etc.)
 Faith and positionality

« History of Christian mission and links with FGW

T . . ‘I.y,‘q o
o B _ﬁiﬁg‘.;!;#«w

Want more info or to
chat further? Email me
at: peterrowe@ed.ac.uk
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