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Can land use decision making tools be effective?
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Need for tools?

• Climate and nature 
emergencies, requiring 
increasing demands on land and 
‘multifunctional’ landscapes

• Current policy processes (e.g. 
ELMs in England; English Land 
Use Framework; Scotland’s 
Regional Land Use Frameworks)

• Increasing private sector interest 
in natural capital (e.g. carbon 
and biodiversity)

• Greater access to landscape 
scale datasets

devpolicy.org



What are they?

• Huge range of processes, 
guidebooks, workbooks, and 
digital models

• Often software packages 
with a user interface that:
• Utilise quantitative or semi-

quantitative data
• Account for multiple ‘natural 

capital’ assets (e.g. carbon, 
biodiversity)

• Incorporate environmental 
valuation
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Key challenges

• Data:
• Quality indicators
• Hard to quantify services
• Quantifying uncertainty

• Governance of tool 
landscape
• Proliferation of approaches
• Regulation and access
• Politics

• Impact on decisions?
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Key challenges

CSFL policy brief on this 
topic: 
https://era.ed.ac.uk/handle/
1842/40623 
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